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    “A core concept that has been evolving with scientific 
advances over the past decade is that drug addiction is 
a brain disease that develops over time as a result of 
the initially voluntary behavior of using drugs. The 
consequence is virtually uncontrollable compulsive drug 
craving, seeking and use that interferes with, if not 
destroys, an individual’s functioning in the family and in 
society. This medical condition demands formal 
treatment.” 
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    “Addiction affects multiple brain circuits, including those 
involved in reward and motivation, learning and 
memory, and inhibitory control over behavior. Some 
individuals are more vulnerable than others to becoming 
addicted, depending on genetic makeup, age of 
exposure to drugs, other environmental influences and 
the interplay of all these factors.” 
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     “Discussions about whether addiction is a medical 
disorder or a moral problem have a long history. For 
decades, studies have supported the view that opioid 
addiction is a medical disorder that can be treated 
effectively with medications administered under 
conditions consistent with their pharmacological 
efficacy, when treatment includes comprehensive 
services, such as psychosocial counseling, treatment 
for co-occurring disorders, medical services, vocational 
rehabilitation services and case management services.”    
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